
RESOLUTION NUMBER 70 

HONORING JOHN MILTON MCCAIN, SR. 

 

WHEREAS, John Milton McCain, Sr. was born on August 31, 1940 in St. Louis, Missouri, to the proud parents 

of Elder Henry and Missionary Eliza McCain; and   

 

WHEREAS, he was a studious and outgoing child who was full of love and inspiration. During his tender age, 

his father taught him the strenuous trade of roofing. He mastered it by the time he graduated from Hadley 

Technical High School; and  

 

WHEREAS, Elder McCain was an entrepreneur. He, along with his brothers, were known throughout the 

community as an integral part of McCain Roofing; a company founded by his father. However, the highlight of 

his career was serving as a roofer at the St. Louis Board of Education for 30 years; and 

 

WHEREAS,  on March 14, 1964, Elder Henry and Eliza McCain stood before God as they witnessed their second 

of eleven children share in Holy matrimony—his soul mate with whom he would spend the next 57 years, District 

Missionary Thelma McCain. They traveled through life together, hand-in-hand, sharing spectacular victories and 

overcoming many of life’s challenges; and 

 

WHEREAS, although receiving Christ in October 1967, it was in April 1969 when one major challenge presented 

itself. John and Thelma were told that they were barren. His mother, who was an anointed and prophesying woman 

of God, along with other church mothers, prayed for the young couple. And after fasting and praying for three 

days, they were blessed with five healthy children; and  

 

WHEREAS, family was especially important to John. He was the “PERFECT” father in the eyes of his children. 

There were many nights when the family prayed together; and church meetings were held regularly in the living 

room with testimony service and Scripture. And while faith and discipline centered the family, summer trips to 

Colorado and Mississippi, overnight camping trips, swimming and playing together in the backyard, bike rides in 

the park, trips to Alton, Illinois to buy fireworks, Easter egg hunts, and waking up to a fairytale Christmas are the 

moments that will never be forgotten; and   

 

WHEREAS, his foundation was formed at Kennerly Temple under Elder Frank  James Hayden and Bishop R. J. 

Ward, Elder McCain went on to serve under the leadership of Elder W. B. Laird and Pastor Leon Stewart at 

Evangelist Center Church of God in Christ for over 31 years. He was a great soul winner, often standing on the 

street corners of the inner city with his fellow clergy, inviting all to let Jesus into their lives. In 1988 he was 

appointed “National Evangelist,” by the former president of the COGIC International Department of Evangelism, 

Dr. E. L. Battles.  At the time of his death, Elder McCain and his wife Thelma were the leaders of the Marriage 

Ministry at Life Center International Church under the leadership of his daughter, First Lady Rachel LaNora and 

son-in-law, Bishop Elijah H. Hankerson, III; and   

 

WHEREAS, on Wednesday, July 21, 2021 at 11:03 A.M., Elder John Milton McCain suddenly departed this life 

surrounded by his loving wife and children. It was his warmth and friendly smile that will forever be remembered 

and cherished in the minds and hearts of his dearly beloved wife, Thelma; his five endearing children, Jenice 

(David), Charisse, son-in-law Elijah, John, Jr., and Kenneth (Ebony); and  

 

WHEREAS, his memory will also be cherished forever by his dearly beloved grandchildren: Shaquil, Amirah, 

Kamilah, Mikal, Farah, Salaheddin, Elijah IV, Raquel, Matthew, Alicia, and William. It is the big brother who 

ran this race like a champion that will always be remembered by his most esteemed and adored siblings, Mamie, 

Amelia,  Timothy (Elnora), and Jeannie; and a beloved sister-in-law, Jacqueline Page. His parents Henry and 

Eliza McCain, his beloved youngest daughter Rachel LaNora, his sisters Emma and Barbara, and his brothers, 

Henry Jr., Quitman, and Ernest preceded him in death; and  



WHEREAS, also mourning his loss are a host of nieces and nephews, and cousins. His church family, Life Center 

International Church, Jurisdiction and National family will miss him, along with friends and loved ones around 

the world. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that upon 

learning of the passing of Elder John Milton McCain, Sr. we pause to add our names to the rolls of people 

grieving his loss, but celebrating her extraordinary life. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a 

copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a memorial copy to the end that 

it may be presented at a time and place and to those deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

Introduced this 30th day of August, 2021 by:  

The Honorable Jeffrey Boyd, Alderwoman 22nd Ward  

 

Adopted the 30th day of August, 2021, as attested by: 

 

 

___________________________    _________________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Lewis E. Reed  

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 
 

 
 


